
POSITIVE EXPOSURE
A celebration of beauty, inclusion and acceptance



The collaboration between Positive Exposure, The Resource 

Exchange, and Chapel Hills Mall (Colorado Springs, CO), 

created “The Spirit of Difference” Photography Exhibition,                          

which opened in October 2016. 



The “Spirit of Difference” photography exhibition represents               

the first Positive Exposure “pop-up” gallery in a shopping 

center, creating a unique traffic and revenue generating 

event as well as a powerful community relations program       

for the shopping center.   



This unique exhibit, created to increase the awareness       

and acceptance of individuals with disabilities, gives     

people the permission to see beauty and interpret beauty    

in their own right rather than seeing beauty dictated by 

industry’s ideas of what is acceptable. 



Benefits
• Create a new or expand an existing community partnership.
• Repurpose vacant space or common areas with dynamic and 

engaging displays.

• Generate local, national and international positive media via 

websites, social channels and traditional media.

• Build traffic through unveiling and ongoing event opportunities 

as well as daily gallery visits.

• Cultivate income through sponsorships.

• Reinforce and expand center’s community commitment.

• Raise awareness, understanding and acceptance of people 

with “differences.”

• Celebrate beauty and inclusion.



Positive Exposure was founded 

in 1998 by award winning and  

internationally renown fashion 

photographer, Rick Guidotti.

Rick worked in NYC, Milan 

and Paris for a variety of high 

profile clients including Yves St 

Laurent, Revlon, L’Oreal, Elle, 

Harpers Bazaar and GQ. He 

took photographs of what 

were considered the world’s 

most beautiful people. 

About Positive Exposure



But one day, on a break from a 

photo shoot, a chance encounter 

on a Manhattan street changed 

everything. Rick saw a stunning   

girl at the bus stop – a girl with   

pale skin and white hair, a girl    
with albinism. Upon returning  

home Rick began a process of 

discovery – about albinism, about 

people with genetic differences 

and about himself. 

What he found was startling and 

upsetting. The images that he saw 

were sad and dehumanizing. In 

medical textbooks children with a 

difference were seen as a disease, 

a diagnosis first, not as people.



So Rick turned his world upside down – he stopped 

working in the fashion industry and created a not-for-profit 

organization that he named Positive Exposure.



Positive Exposure’s mission 

utilizes photography, film 
and narrative to transform 

public perceptions of 

people living with genetic, 

intellectual, 

developmental, physical 

and behavioral 

differences.  

Their educational and 

advocacy programs 

reach around the world to 

promote a more inclusive 
and compassionate world 

where differences are 

celebrated.



The statistics to support this work are staggering.  With one out 

of five children in the United States born with a disability, the 

need for society to understand and respect children and 

adults living with genetic, intellectual, developmental, 

physical and behavioral differences is critical. 



Our hope is to provide a    

turn-key collaborative 

platform for other shopping 

centers across the country   

to join with Rick Guidotti and 
Positive Exposure, sharing the 

belief that each of us seeks 

the fullest expression of our 

independence, pursuing our 

unique quality of and 

purpose in life. 

We invite you to join with   

Rick in the hope that your 

community will join us to see 

beauty in everyone and to 

instill a profound respect for 
diversity and understanding 

of people of all differences.



POSITIVE EXPOSURE

Rick Guidotti (212) 420-1931

www.positiveexposure.org

THE RESOURCE EXCHANGE 

Garry Butcher (719) 418-4913

www.tre.org

CHAPEL HILLS MALL

Diane Loschen (719) 594-0111

www.chapelhillsmall.com










